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When using the term "election landslide" the tendency is to think about the end result -- an overwhelming victory for one side. Obviously, that's the last thing one can call the recent Israeli election outcome. However, a "landslide" also has several stages before we reach the end. In that sense, Israel might well be in the middle of an electoral landslide of historic proportions.


Landslides usually start with a heavy downpour or snowstorm, when lots of accumulated precipitation overloads the top of the mountain or cliff. That's precisely what has happened over the past few years to mainstream Israeli society: gathering and growing frustration at the cost of living, viewing the huge handouts to the ultra-Orthodox as the main cause, or at least severely exacerbating the problem. The first sign of a very unsteady cliff-face was the 2011 "Tent Protests" -- large pieces of Israeli society began to break off and rumble down the slope against the government.


PM Netanyahu understood this groundswell but missed his opportunity to resolve the matter when early last summer he refused to accede to the demand of Kadima head Shaul Mofaz to institute the Plessner Committee recommendations regarding drafting haredi men into the army. Kadima left the government (only a few weeks after joining!), and soon thereafter Netanyahu called for new elections. He then promptly made his next gaffe: uniting with Yisrael Beitenu, immediately losing altitude in the polls. 


The rocks and boulders had begun to slide down, and the elections left Netanyahu severely weakened, no longer on top of the mountain but still ostensibly King of the Hill. 


There's one thing about real landslides, though. Just because you survived the first one doesn't mean that the threat is over. Indeed, a first landslide can weaken the mountain to such an extent that any further jolt can cause the entire edifice to crash down. That's the real landslide -- and that's exactly where Israeli politics might be situated at the moment. For Netanyahu has continued to make one mistake after another. 


The election results and the all surveys in Israel clearly show that Israeli society insists on having an equal-obligation army draft that would include the haredim. Yair Lapid (Yesh Atid), Naftali Bennett (Ha'Bayit Ha'Yehudi), and Shaul Mofaz (Kadima) understand this well, and the former two have even joined forces quasi-formally in refusing to join a Netanyahu-led coalition unless the universal (Jewish) draft is instituted immediately (in stages). But the PM has been playing coalition games, trying to split the unity of the new kids on the block by turning to the Haredi parties and thus "pressuring" Lapid and especially Bennett, head of a religious party. But they have refused to take the bait -- and Netanyahu is stuck well short of the necessary Knesset majority.


So where's the landslide? Given the impasse, for the first time in memory Israeli  pollsters have begun asking the following question so soon after the previous elections were over: if elections were held again today, who would you vote for? The result: an astonishing 30 seats for Yesh Atid and a mere 20-22 for Likud/Yisrael Beiteinu! In other words, the landslide once again is picking up steam and threatens to obliterate the prime minister and his party. With these poll numbers, Lapid and Bennet (the polls show him gaining another 3 seats above his present 12) have absolutely no reason to compromise with Netanyahu on the issue. Quite the opposite, the longer the PM holds out the worse his political and electoral position becomes. 


As this essay is going to press, it is almost certain that Netanyahu has recognized his dire situation and is finalizing the new governing coalition with Yesh Atid, HaBayit HaYehudi, HaTnuah, and Kadima for a stable total of 70 MKs -- with all the haredi parties on the outside looking in. Moreover, reports have it that among the necessary budget cuts, one of the first will be reducing child allowances -- a mortal blow to the multi-child haredi families, and an indirect incentive for them to serve in the army and ultimately go out and work. In short, Netanyahu may have averted his being buried by a major political landslide, but instead we are witness to another phenomenon of Nature: the (political) Earthquake.
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