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As a matter of journalistic routine, the news always tends to dwell on who won, who lost, and who will form the next government. But sometimes more subtle and hidden-from-view results can be more telling and influential in the long run. Regarding the 2013 Israeli elections, most of these can be viewed as decidedly good news.


1) House Cleaning: Of the 120 MKs elected, a full 53 are first-timers. Israel has never had such a monumental "passing of the torch". Nor are "seniors" trading places with other seniors (age-wise). This Knesset will see a handful of MKs in the Twenties, and many in their Thirties -- but all have already accumulated impressive amounts of experience in the public sphere, whether as National Student Union leaders, protest group heads and other forms of "constructive rabble-rousing". 


2) Unorthodox Orthodoxy: Close to one-third of all Jewish MKs in this new 19th Knesset are "religious" (which in Israel, at least, means "Orthodox" or ultra-Orthodox). That might not strike many readers as "positive" news but in one important sense it is: for the first time ever we find significant numbers of Orthodox MKs in secular parties; indeed, Yair Lapid's secular party Yesh Atid (with 19 seats) has religious people in the number 2 and 7 slots -- and an ultra-Orthodox (former American) in the 17th position! Other non-religious parties have their Orthodox MKs as well. Even more unusual is the fact that Benett's religious Zionist Bayit Yehudi party has a secular woman (!) in the 5th spot, something unheard of in the annals of that party (formerly the National Religious Party). In short, many religious Jews in Israel are now seeking greater integration and "normalization" of their relationship with Israeli society as a whole.


3) General Representation: Israelis have always looked up to former IDF officers, which explained their over-representation (professionally speaking) in the Knesset. This time, though, only four former IDF generals will be parliamentarians, an all-time low (since the 1960s). How is that good news? It enables the Knesset to more readily address civilian matters that have been pushed to the back-burner all these years: housing, cost-of-living, education etc. This is not to say that security matters will be ignored; this Knesset will seat a few former heads of the security services and some high-ranking police chiefs. But at a time when serious budget cuts are in the offing, the reduced clout of army representation in Israel's supreme civilian body can only be considered a positive sign.


4) Women: Another all-time high for Israel relates to the distaff side: 27 women MKs -- 5 more than the last Knesset and far more than in any other previous one. Indeed, the "revolution" could be clearly seen already in the race itself, what with no less than three parties headed by women: Labor, Ha'Tnuah, Meretz. This too plays well with the country's turn to domestic issues as opposed to the usual national security / foreign policy ones. Even the level of Knesset debate might improve!


5) Kibbutz Kaput: For anyone worried that Israel is once again turning in a Socialist direction on socio-economic matters, this next datum should allay their fears. For the first time in Israel's parliamentary history, the Knesset will have no (that's zero!) kibbutz members. This is a clear sign of the demise (at least socio-politically) of one of the country's foremost institutions. How the mighty have fallen...


In short, it isn't enough to merely look at the number of seats for each party. More fruitfully, for anyone trying to understand deep currents in Israeli society, are numbers that cut across all the parties. So whatever the final governing coalition looks like, it will be dealing with a Knesset not quite like any ever seen before in Israel. 
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