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Two years ago, as a visiting Israeli professor at Brown University, I taught a course called "Zionism, Anti-Zionism & Post-Zionism". I now realize that I missed an important category -- one that everyone else seems to have missed as well, for reasons that I will explain shortly.


Zionism has always stood for ingathering of the Jewish exiles to the Land of Israel. Over the years, large parts of the Arab world (some would argue, all of it) began to fight Zionism in practice, and even in theory, arguing: 1) the Jews had no real "history" in that land (yes, even a few months ago we heard "serious" contentions that the Jews had no real connection to the Western Wall, not to mention the Temple Mount), and 2) even if they did, that was a long time ago -- why should Palestinians specifically and Arabs in general have to pay for what Europeans did to the Jews? These are the anti-Zionists.


A third approach -- more recent than the other two -- is "post-Zionism". This ideology does not deny the legitimacy of the State of Israel but argues that Zionism's historic role is basically over, for two reasons: 1) there aren't many Jews left in the world who are potential olim; 2) Israel has become a multi-cultural, multi-religious, multi-racial society, so that it no longer can be viewed as a country devoted mainly to the redemption of persecuted Jews. Post-Zionists don't want to throw Israelis into the sea; they just think that the country no longer should be identified as a Jewish State.


Who's missing in all this? Everyone who supports Israel, but doesn't live there. Overseas Jews don't like to hear this, but anyone who does not live in Israel cannot be a "Zionist" by definition, for the reason I mentioned above. However, they certainly aren't anti- or post-, so what are they (i.e. "you" -- almost all readers of the Voice & Herald)? I would like to suggest a new categorization: Pro-Zionists. 


This would eliminate a huge area of controversy between the Israel and its overseas supporters. For starters, many are not even Jewish, so that they couldn't automatically become Israeli citizens even if they did move to Israel. Second, what do we call the hundreds of thousands of Israeli yordim who now live in the diaspora? Zionists -- when they actually left Israel? Certainly not, and yet they overwhelmingly support Israel and Zionism.


Third, and most important, there has always been great tension between Israelis living in Israel and its diaspora-born Jewish supporters regarding how the latter fit in the Zionist scheme of things. For instance, when PM David Ben-Gurion gave a major speech to all the American Jewish leaders at Carnegie Hall in the 1950s, he was asked at the end what were Israel's three main needs. His response: "First, we need more olim; second, we need more Jews to move to and live in Israel; and only then do we come to our third need: still more Jewish immigrants!" Needless to say, his American audience was not pleased...


And while we're at it, there happens to be another large population group that somehow doesn't fit into any of the traditional three categories: many (but not all) Israeli ultra-Orthodox, especially the Sephardim. For theological reasons (the Messiah has not arrived, and only he can establish a renewed Jewish State), they cannot accept the nomenclature "Zionist". On the other hand, they have come a long way since their ardent anti-Zionism of yesteryear: they vote in Israeli elections; they are bona fide citizens of the country; they are found in all echelons of the polity (except "Minister" because they cannot accept "collective responsibility" for policies that undercut halakha); and they have even begun serving in the Israeli army and going to state-subsidized academic colleges! 


In short, calling all these overseas ardent Zionism-lovers, as well as Israeli-society-integrated haredim, "Pro-Zionists" would go a long way to removing a "semantic" bone of contention. For Jews residing in Israel, it does not dilute the essence of Zionism (and even ameliorates animosity towards the ultra-orthodox); for overseas Jews and others, it removes the deleterious, dichotomous, ideological choice of "all or nothing" -- either you're in Israel or you don't count. Among friends -- no less than between enemies -- what we call each other matters a lot.
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